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Elisa Tonda is the Head of the Consumption and Production Unit in UNEP’s Economy Division. The main 
goal of the Unit is the promotion of sustainable production and consumption policies, practices and 
initiatives through the engagement of governments, the business community and civil society organizations. 
The Unit has also played a leading role in strengthening UNEP’s contribution to the greening of global value 
chains, and is currently coordinating the development of several initiatives in the domain of circular economy. 
Elisa has a Master’s degree in Environmental Engineering from the Polytechnic of Turin, Italy and in Sustainable 
Development from the University of London, UK.

Ms. Elisa Tonda
Head, Consumption and Production Unit
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Dr. Naveed Anwar assumed the position of Vice President (Knowledge Transfer) on April 1, 2019. The 
VPKT oversees the new Entrepreneurship Center, technology transfer policy at AIT, commercialization of 
research, and industrial relations. He also works with the VPAA on making the curriculum more relevant. 
Prior to assuming the office of Vice President, Dr. Anwar was Executive Director of AIT Solutions as well 
as Affiliated Faculty in Structural Engineering, performing outreach, consulting and developing solutions 
with the business sector in our core strength and innovative areas. He received his PhD from AIT in 2004.

Dr. Naveed Anwar
Vice President for Knowledge Transfer
Asian Institute of Technology

Dr. Mushtaq Memon is the Regional Coordinator for Resource Efficiency in UNEP’s Asia Pacific Office 
located in Bangkok. He is supporting resource efficiency, sustainable consumption and production, green 
economy, green financing, sustainable public procurement, sustainable tourism, sustainable industries and 
various areas for Asia and the Pacific. He is also implementing EU funded SWITCH-Asia Phase 2 
component by UNEP to support Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially SDG 12 on sustainable 
consumption and production in the region. He got his Masters in Project Management and National 
Development from University of Bradford in UK, and Doctorate in Environmental and Resource Economics 
and Management at Hiroshima University in Japan.

Dr. Mushtaq Memon 
Programme Management Officer
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
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Rowan Palmer is a Programme Management Officer at UNEP’s Resources and Markets Branch in Geneva, 
where he leads the Sustainable Infrastructure Partnership and coordinates UNEP’s implementation of 
UNEA Resolution 4/5 on sustainable infrastructure. Prior to joining UNEP Rowan worked as an 
environmental manager for large-scale transportation infrastructure projects in his home province of 
British Columbia, Canada. Rowan holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Development and Environment 
Studies from McGill University in Montreal and a Master’s degree in International Relations from Instituto 
de Empresa in Madrid.

Mr. Rowan Palmer
Programme Management Officer
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Dr. Hoseok Kim is the Chief Research Fellow at the Korea Environment Institute (KEI) and a member of the 
GGKP Research Committee on Metrics and Indicators. His primary research field is environmental 
economics and sustainable development, with a focus on policy analysis and planning. Prior to his current 
position, Dr. Kim was Head of Green Growth Methodology Development Unit and a Principal Economist at 
GGGI, where he developed methodological tools for its Green Growth Planning program, including green 
growth indicators and assessment frameworks. In 2008, he served as climate policy expert to the Prime 
Minister’s Office. 

Dr.Sujitra is interested in research related to zero-waste management policies and practices. She has 
experience in driving CU’s Chula Zero Waste Initiative, where she supported other organizations to achieve 
zero-waste goals. Dr. Sujitra is the head of a newly established Research Cluster on Microplastic and 
Plastic Waste starting from March 2020. She earned a Ph.d. in Environmental Economics, Hiroshima 
University. Recently, Dr. Sujitra serves as a National Sub-Committee on Green Growth Strategy under 
NESDC; A Committee Member on Improving Waste Managements in Schools under Ministry of Education.

Dr. Hoseok Kim
Chief Research Fellow
Korea Environment Institute

Dr. Sujitra Vassanadumrongdee
Senior Researcher, Environmental Research Institute 
Chulalongkorn University 
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Yichuan Song is a Research Specialist in the Ecological Environmental Management and Policy 
Department of the Chinese Academy for Environmental Planning (CAEP). Her research focuses on 
environmental planning, environmental policy and green finance. Yichuan holds a Bachelor's degree in 
Environmental Planning and Management from Nanjing University and a Master's degree in Environmental 
Sciences from the University of Michigan.

Dr. Christopher Garnier
Executive Director
AIT Extension, AIT

Assuming the role of Executive Director of AIT Extension on January 1st, 2021, Dr. Garnier has a track 
record of delivering innovative, transformative and results-focused initiatives to multiple international 
entities.  As a progress-driven educator, motivational leader and tireless student advocate with a passion 
for empowering and supporting academic communities around the world, Dr. Garnier has extensive and 
unparalleled leadership experience that spans roles in the military, government, business, higher education 
and nonprofit sectors covering the United States, Middle East, Asia Pacific and Europe. Dr. Garnier earned 
his Doctorate in Global Education from the prestigious University of Southern California. He also holds a 
Master of Arts in Teaching from USC and a Master of Science equivalency in Aeronautical Engineering from 
the United States Navy.

Dr. Orathai Pongruktham
Thailand Environment Institute (TEI)

Dr. Orathai Pongruktham has nearly 20 years of professional experience in academic, program 
management, international coordination and public-private engagement. Dr. Pongruktham has been 
working with a number national and international organizations such as Prince of Songkla University, 
University of Mississippi, US Army Corp of Engineer, WWF, IUCN, UNESCO and UNEP on science education, 
natural resources management and environmental conservation. She recently worked with Thailand 
Environment Institute (TEI) to promote sustainable development including supporting CE under the 
national agenda on BCG Model and Thailand’s Roadmap on Plastic Waste Management. She also works 
with Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Climate Change Adaptation.  

Ms. Yichuan Song
Research Specialist, Ecological Environmental Management and Policy Department
Chinese Academy for Environmental Planning (CAEP)


